Tour Suggestions:

a. Mindekirken with possible light lunch. 

Follow-up: Dick Lundgren will work with Marilyn Sorensen and Betty Strand. 

b. Minnehaha Park (where Gudbrandsdal) was founded with possible picnic supper; because of availability of transportation was a stopping place for many of our ancestors. Need to reserve ASAP. 

Follow-up: Betty Strand will check. 

c. Olson Fish Factory – a must! 

d. Original church at Luther College 

e. Minnetonka Trolley Car 

f. Jackson Street Roundhouse (tourist attraction but not necessarily Norwegian) 

g. MHS – Artifacts and other materials pertaining to Norway/Norwegians. Follow-up: Joy 
     I contacted a friend of mine (Matt Anderson) at the MN Hist. Society who is the curator for "3-dimensional objects."  I know him through our company history (early computer industry history in MN) project.  Anyway I asked him about artifacts of Norwegian origin.  Here is his response:

"A quick search through the database indicates that we have around 200 different objects closely associated with Norwegian culture. We've done these sorts of tours before, and we usually pull out a few highlights from the list to spotlight. It is certainly possible to accomodate your tour. We do try to keep group size low (about 15 people), and we ask for a donation (usually around $50) from the group. You could schedule this "behind the scenes" collection tour directly with me."

I think this is a pretty promising response although group sizes are small.

The Minneapolis Institute of Arts also has art of Norwegian origin, in fact a couple pieces I know well from Gudbrandsdal.  Again if tour group size is a limitation, maybe we can get someone from the MIA to put together a PowerPoint presentation illustrating the Norwegian art on hand - paintings, furniture, tapestries, etc.
Dick
h. Need to use charter busses; private transportation would be difficult. 

Suggestions for Speakers/Entertainment

Joan Buckley, Norwegian-Immigrant Women, Prof. Emeritus of English, Moorhead College. 

Gracia Grindal, Norwegian Immigrant Stories, co-editor with Marvin Slind of “Linka’s Diary: A Norwegian Immigrant Story”. 

Byron Nordstrom, has a variety of topics including a humorous “Norwegian Mount Rushmore”; Professor of History and Scandinavian Studies at Gustavus College. 

Walter Mondale, Norway’s current Honorary Consul General in Minneapolis; perhaps could give a 5 to 15 minute greeting at the banquet. 

Sven Sunngaard, Kare11 weather personality, has done talks on Norwegian weather. .  ("The weather of Norway."  It would be presented by Sven Sunngaard young weatherman at KARE 11 TV here in the Twin Cities.  His name gives his credentials as a possible program for the tre lag stevne!  Contact: Marilyn Sorenson)
Debbie Miller, Norwegian cooking and cookbooks, has been featured in the Viking magazine. 

Ron Nowland, retired Lutheran pastor from La Crosse area, has several topics including one on 

“Outhouses”, has spoken at Sigdalslag and Valdres stevnes. 

Alison Purgiel, MHS librarian, Genealogy Research in Naturalization Records. 

Duane Swanson, government records specialist and librarian at the MHS, Norwegian-American 

Lutheran church records. 

Todd Nichol, teaches Scandinavian–American Studies at St. Olaf College and is a professor in 

Church History at Luther Seminary. 

Ann Zempke, offers program on the Orphan Train using a special quilt she made in memory of 

her grandmother, an orphan train rider. 

Odd Lovell, doesn’t drive at night and might require a ride. 

Dan Karvonen, UM Dept of German, Scandinavian and Dutch, has a presentation on genetic 

genealogy – how and why to get your DNA tested. 

Göran Stockenström, UM, immigrant stories and more. 

Roger Hellesvig, aka Ole Oleson, has been sharing his story about 19th Century Norwegian 

Immigration for the past 15 years. Join the adventure as Ole leaves his Norwegian homeland and 

travels to America. The audience will help Ole decide what to pack in his trunk as he shares 

about his Norwegian traditions. 

Rollie Krogstad – how to write the history of a community
Kathleen Stokker, author of “Remedies and Rituals, Folk Medicine in Norway and the New 

Land”. 

Bill Halverson, an Edvard Grieg expert. 

Barry suggested having someone present on the 15th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry (the 
Scandinavian Regiment) 

The Viking Age Club & Society-Sons of Norway has a full encampment that can be sent up 

for different types of events. 

Psalmodican:  “one string” musical quartet that performed at the La Crosse Stevne. 

Genealogy 
Dance Class 
Jam Session/Music – Johanna Hocker has coordinated in past and has suggestions for 2009.
Johanna Hocker - I have just put together a power point presentation on Janteloven.  I can do it at this year's stevne, if desired. (It derives from the novel "En flygtning krysser sitt spor" ('A refugee crosses his tracks') by the Norwegian/Danish author Aksel Sandemose. The book takes place in an imaginary Danish small town called Jante, based on Sandemose's hometown Nykøbing Mors. The book is about 
the ugly sides of Scandinavian small-town mentality, and the term "Janteloven" meaning "Jante Laws" has come to mean the unspoken rules and jealousy of such communities in general. This site had a really good explanation:http://www.littlegreenriver.com/?p=85#comment-37661 )  

From Marilyn: In a recent issue of the Viking magazine there was a good article about janteloven.  I discussed this with a native Norwegian who said it was not a good thing in the Norwegian community.  It prevented folk from encouraging their children to achieve/excel or from sharing the good things folk were doing.  There was more said but this is a quick summary when I was asking should a topic like this be presented at Tuesday Open House.  It is still under discussion by the planning committee.  Marilyn
____________________________________________________________________________________

“Hi, I am the artistic director of the North Star Nordic Dancers, a pan-Scandinavian dance performance troupe in the Twin Cities. We perform the music and dances of Norway , Denmark , Finland , and Sweden in traditional costumes on traditional instruments, focusing predominantly on couples' village dances (rather than set dances), as they were danced in the "old country" and in the immigrant communities.
 
If you are looking for entertainment at the Tre Lag Stevne, please consider including us in your program. We can provide a dance performance with accompanying history and explanations, a music performance, or dance instruction. We love to get people up and dancing with us! You can visit our website at www.northstarnordicdancers.org to see more about what we can offer your convention.
 
Lara Sands
(612) 824-4027 “

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

I've been working on a new presentation based on my latest book, and I thought your Sons of Norway lodge might be interested in having me come up there again sometime next year.  My new book is Luther College Goes to War:  "Scuttlebutt" and the World War II Letters, which is a two-volume collection of letters written by former Luther College students who were serving in World War II.  Although there were obvious restrictions of censorship, they give a unique insight into the War from the perspective of a unique group of men and women who shared the common bond of the educational experiences here. 

I gave a version of it for the first time last week, and it was very well received.  In addition to quoting from some of the letters, I show over 80 pictures (that were included in the 2 volumes), accompanied by music from the era (the music is recorded--not performed by me, for which everyone can indeed be grateful).

Could you please pass this along to your program committee, and let me know if you might be interested in having me give a presentation?  If you have any questions, or need additional information, please let me know.  Marv  Slind    (This was sent to Gary Olson and he passed it along.)
"Herd calling in Norway."  It's an interesting subject and a facinating demonstration; it would make for an interesting/entertaining program.  Contact: Marilyn Sorenson, Gudbrandsdalslag genealogist:    rddlagen@usfamily.net for details.
Genuine Norwegian Breakfast (Ekte Norsk Frokost); any day but maybe Saturday; maybe in place of another meal, i.e. closing luncheon.  Contact: Gary Flatgard at flatrardmn@aol.com
